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to talk of reconciliation for the sake of keeping
England under his authority, he well knew that
Henry could only be moved by fear; and all
the thunderbolts of the Church were being secretly
forged to launch upon the King of England.
On   the   23rd   March   1534   the   consistory  of
Cardinals sat, the French Cardinals being absent;
and the final judgment on the validity of Henry's
marriage with Katharine was given by the head
of  the   Church.     The  cause   which  had  stirred
Europe for five years was settled beyond  appeal
so   far   as   the   Roman  Church   could settle   it.
Katharine   was  Henry's   lawful  wife, and   Anne
Boleyn was proclaimed by the Church to be his
concubine.     Almost   on   the  very  day  that the
gage  was thus thrown down by the Pope3 Henry
had  taken   similar action   on his   own   account.
In the previous sitting of Parliament the  King
had been  practically  acknowledged as   head   of
the Church in his own dominions;  and  now  all
appeals and payments to the Pope were forbidden,
and the bishops of England were entirely exempt
from  his spiritual   jurisdiction and   control.     To
complete the  emancipation  of the country from
the Papacy, on the 23rd March 1534 a bill (the
Act of Succession) was read for the third time,
confirming the legality of the marriage of Henry
and  Anne,   and   settling   the  succession   to   the
crown  upon their  issue  to  the exclusion of the
Princess Mary.    Cranmer's divorce decision was thus
ratified  by statute;  and any person questioning
in word or print the legitimacy of Elizabeth's birth
was adjudged guilty of high treason.   Every sub-
ject of the King, moreover, was to take oath to